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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL PRINCIPAL
BENCH, NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 203 OF 2025

IN THE MATTER OF:

RAM MILAN ... APPLICANT
VERSUS
STATE OF U.P. & ORS. ..RESPONDENTS
INDEX
' S.NO. | PARTICULARS PAGE NO. |

I ‘R_eﬁly_Afﬁda_v_it_&' District Mégistl‘ate —Banda in
' compliance of the order dated 27.05.2025 passed by

this Hon’ble Tribunal

2. Annexure No. R 1:-

A copy of the Notice dated 23.11.2024
nnexui‘eio. R2:- |
‘ A copy of the Letter dated 19.10.2024

4. | Annexure No. R 3: -

|A copy of the Notice issued vide Letter dated
| 26.11.2024

| el

5. | Annexure No. R 4: - .

|
A copy of the Letter dated 07.02.2025 ' ‘

6. | Annexure No. R 5: - ‘
A copy of the Letter dated 18.03.2025

7 i Annexure No. R 6(Cnilv) -

IA copy of the Letter dated 06.05.2025 and copy of
|
‘ interim order dated 03.05.2025.
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8. | Annexure No, R 7: -
|A copy of the Notice issued vide letter dated
16.10.2024

9. | Annexure No. R 8: -

' A copy of the letter dated 26.11.2024
10. | Annexure No. R 9; -

_ A copy of the letter dated 04.01.2025

L1 'Aﬂexure_l_\lo. R10:-

A copy of the letter dated 17.02.2025

12. | Anneiﬁré_No._l{ 11: -

A copy of the Letter dated 08.04.2025

13. | Annexure No. R 12: -
A copy of the Letter dated 02.07.2025
|

14. | Annexure No. R 13: -
A copy of the letter dated 23.11.2024

15. | Annexure No. R 14: -
A copy of the letter dated 16.01.2025

16. | Annexure No. R 15: -
A copy of the letter dated 21.03.2025

17. | Annexure No. R 16: -
A copy of the letter dated 19.10.2024

18. ' Annexure R 17: -
A copy of the letter dated 26.11.2024

19. | Annexure No. R 18: -
A copy of the letter dated 04.01.2025

20. | Annexure No. R 19: -
A copy of the Letter dated 22.05.2025

|
21. | Annexure No. R 20:-
A copy of the letter dated 02.07.2025

22. | Annexure No. R 21: -

A copy of the letter dated 23.11.2024

23, | Annexure No. R 22: -

A copy of the letter dated 30.12.2024
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24. | Annexure No, R 23: -

A copy of the letter dated 21.03.2025
25. | Annexure No. R 24: -

A copy of the Letter dated 02.04.2025

TLED 'GH
DATED: 06.08.2025 FILED THROU
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STANDING COUNSEL STATE OF U.P.

A-15, FF, NIZAMUDDIN EAST, NEW DELHI - 110013
MOB: - 9990804440

(ANKIT VERMA)

Email: - ankit.scngtup@gmail.com
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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL PRINCIPAL
BENCH, NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 203 OF 2025

IN THE MATTER OF:

RAM MILAN .... APPLICANT
VERSUS
STATEOFUP.&ORS. . RESPONDENTS

REPLY AFFIDAVIT OF DISTRICT MAGISTRATE BANDA IN
COMPLIANCE OF THE ORDER DATED 27.05.2025 PASSED BY THIS
HON'BLE TRIBUNAL

The Respondent No. 8 herein states as under: -

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: -

[, Reebha John Benjamin aged about 33 years, D/o John Benjamin, presently
posted as District Magistrate — District Banda, the deponent, do hereby solemnly

state and affirm as under:-

I. That | am the above-mentioned answering Respondent No. 8 and is duly
competent to file the present reply affidavit. That the Deponent is well
conversant with the facts and the circumstance of the instant case and is

competent to swear this affidavit.

2

That the Deponent has read and understood the contents of the present reply
affidavit. The averments made in the Original Application, which are not
specifically admitted hereunder, must be considered to have been denied by

the Deponent.

That the contents of the present reply affidavit have been drafted by my
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4. That the Deponent is posted as District Magistrate- Banda, since 18.01.2025

and is swearing this affidavit in his official capacity.

3. That this Hon'ble Tribunal, vide its order dated 27.05.2025 was pleased to
issue the following directions: -

“evveeeenn 8. In view of the environmental questions involved in the case,
we also consider it appropriate that a Joint Committee be constituted to
verify the factual position and suggest appropriate remedial action.
Accordingly, we constitute a Joint Committee comprising of officers duly
authorized by Member Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board(CPCB),
Member Secretary, Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board(UPPCB),
Director, Mining and Geology Department, Uttar Pradesh, District
Magistrate, Jhansi; District Magistrate, Jalaun; District Magistrate,
Hamirpur and District Magistrate, Banda and direct the same to meet
within two weeks, undertake visits to the site, look into the grievances of
the applicant, associate the applicant and representative of the concerned
project proponents, verify the factual position and suggest appropriate
remedial action. The UPPCB will be the nodal agency for coordination

and compliance.

6. Report of the Joint Committee may be filed by UPPCB within two

months.......

6. That the present reply is being filed in respectful compliance of the order
dated 27.05.2025 passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal.

7. That in compliance with the order dated 27.05.2025 passed by the Hon’ble
National Green Tribunal, New Delhi, the deponent herein, vide his Office
Letter No. 1521/Mining-30, Banda dated 27.06.2025, nominated the District
Mining Officer, Banda as a member of the Committee constituted pursuant

to the said order. The said Committee conducted site inspection on

A
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K. That in compliance with the ordes paswed by this Hon'ble Tribunal, the Juis
Committee exammed various mining areas situated in [istrict Banda whick

are al locations

a. Village Ghancha, "ehsil Banda

b. Village Pathri, Tehsil Banda (Mining Block No. 03)

¢. Village Marouli Khadar, Tehsil Banda (Mining Block No, 05)
d. Village Madouli Khurd Khadar, Tehsil Pailani

e. VillageMarouli Khadar, Tehsil Banda (Block No. 01

f.  Village Khaptiha Kala, Tehsil Pailani

a. Mining Lease- Village Ghancha: -

9. That a mining permit for extraction of sand/morrum over an areza of 2471
acres (Gata No. 1971/1), situated in Village Ghancha, Tehsil Banda, District
Banda, was granted in favour of M/s Om Traders through its Proprietor Mr.
Rajendra Prasad, resident of Village Methitikur, Tehsil Safipur. District
Unnao. The said lease was valid from 2&.10.2024 to 27.04.2025 and has

since expired.

10.That a joint inspection was conducted by officials of the Revenue, Police,
and  Mining  Departments on  23.11.2024,  wherein  excess
extraction/transportation of 3503 cubic meters of sand/morrum was detected.
This act was found to be in contravention of Rules 3, 58, and 72 of the Uttar
Pradesh Minor Mineral (Concession) Rules, 2021 and Sections 4 and 21 of

the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957,

7~ 1 1 " €qnsequently, a notice was issued to the leaseholder vide Letter No.

'\ 394Mmm;, 30, Banda dated 23.11.2024, quantifying a revenue loss of 31,
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of the Notice dated 23.11.2024 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 1 1o

this affidavit,

b. Mining Lease Area- Village Pathri, Block No. 03: -

I'1. That a mining lease for an area measuring 19.00 hectares comprising part of
Giata Nos. 72/47 and 74/1 in Village Pathri, Tehsil Banda, District Banda,
was granted in favour of M/s Mayur Bauxite India Pvt. Lid., having its
registered address at 8th Floor, DN-24, Matrix Tower, Sector-5, Salt |.ake,
Kolkata (WB), and head office at Kududand, Bilaspur (Chhattisgarh),
represented through its Director Mr. Ravish Gumber. The lease is valid from

05.10.2024 to 04.10.2029.

12.That a joint inspection conducted by officials of District Administration on
18.10.2024 revealed excess mining of 3373 cubic meters. Accordingly,
notice was issued vide Letter No. 3430/Mining-30, Banda dated 19.10.2024,
with quantified revenue loss of 230,35,700/-, which was duly deposited vide
Challan No. AKV240022184 dated 19.10.2024. A copy of the Notice dated
19.10.2024 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 2 to this affidavit.

13.That another joint inspection was carried out on 23.11.2024, wherein it was
revealed 2166.50 cubic meters of excess mining was done. A notice was
issued vide Letter No. 3985/Mining-30, Banda dated 26.11.2024, assessing a
revenue loss of 19,49.850/-, which was deposited via Challan No.
AKV240026036 dated 26.11.2024. A copy of the Notice issued vides Notice
dated 26.11.2024 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 3 to this affidavit.

14.That yet another inspection on 05.02.2025 revealed illegal mining of
P

6854.50 cubic meters outside the lease area. Notice was issued via Letter

::ﬂj'sminingj(), Banda dated 07.02.2025, for a revenue loss of
61,09,050/-. After the leaseholder submitted an unsatisfactory reply dated

45
77 19.03.2025, the same was rejected vide Letter No. 170/Mining-30, Banda

i IE ﬂulw-ﬁ’
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dated 07042025, The total amount was thereafter deposited in three parts
vie Challans dated 24.04.2025 and 08.05.2025 totalling 261,69,050/-, A
copy of the Notice dated 07.02,2025 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 4

(o this affidavit,

4

That a further inspection on 10.03.2025 revealed illegal mining of 36518.75
cubic meters outside the lease arca, A notice was issued via Letter No.
5202/Mining-30, Banda dated 18.03.2025, assessing revenue loss of
13,28,60,875/-. The leascholder’s reply dated 20.03.2025 was rejected on
17.04.2025 vide Letter No. 299/Mining-30, Banda. The leaseholder filed
Appeal No. 742/2025 before the Hon’ble Commissioner, Chitrakoot Dham
Division, Banda. Vide interim order dated 03.05.2025, the Hon’ble Court
stayed the operation of the impugned orders until the next hearing. A copy
of the Notice dated 18.03.2025 and copy of interim order dated 03.05.2025
is being annexed as Annexure No. R 5(Colly) to this affidavit.

16

=)

.That pursuant to the said direction, the relevant record and point-wise reply
were submitted to the appellate authority vide Letter No. 1011/Mining-30,
Banda dated 24.05.2025. Out of the total assessed liability of ¥3,28,66,875/-,
an amount of 250,00,000/- has been deposited by the leaseholder.

17.That inspection conducted on 03.05.2025 revealed illegal mining of 43696
cubic meters outside the lease area. A notice was issued vide Letter No.
667/Mining-30, Banda dated 06.05.2025 quantifying a revenue loss of
23,93,26,400/-. A copy of the Notice dated 06.05.2025 is being annexed as
Annexure No. R 6 to this affidavit.

¢. Mining Lease Area- Village Marouli Khadar, Block No. 05

7 Nt~
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favour of M/s Descon Buildtech Pvt. Lid., represented through its Director
Mr. Sanjeev Kumar Gupta, R/o 128/189, K-Block, Kidwai Nagar, Kanpur.
The lease is valid from 03.05.2023 to 02.05.2028.

19.That a Joint inspection on 16.10.2024 revealed excess mining of 1703 cubic
meters within the lease area and 4207 cubic meters outside. A notice was
issued vide Letter No. 3378/Mining-30, Banda dated 16.10.2024, assessing
revenue loss of ¥54,19,000/-, which was deposited via two challans dated
16.10.2024 and 22.10.2024. A copy of the Notice issued vide Notice dated

16.10.2024 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 7 to this affidavit.

20.That an inspection dated 14.11.2024 revealed excess mining of 2991.75
cubic meters. A notice was issued vide Letter No. 3986/Mining-30, Banda
dated 26.11.2024 assessing a revenue loss of ¥26,92,575/-, which was
deposited via Challan No. AKV240026050 dated 26.11.2024. A copy of the
Notice dated 26.11.2024 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 8 to this

affidavit.

21.That another inspection on 26.12.2024 revealed excess mining of 4371.20
cubic meters. A notice was issued vide Letter No. 4470/Mining-30, Banda
dated 04.01.2025, for a revenue loss of 239,34,080/-. A copy of the Notice
dated 04.01.2025 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 9 to this affidavit.

22.That on 11.02.2025, inspection revealed 1150 cubic meters of illegal mining
outside the lease area. A notice was issued vide Letter No. 4852/Mining-30,
Banda dated 17.02.2025, quantifying a loss of 210, 35,000/-, which was
deposited vide Challan No. AKV250015095 dated 22.05.2025. A copy of
the Notice dated 17.02.2025 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 10 to this
»affidavit.
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23.That joint inspection of the concerned mining lease was conducted by the
Revenue Department, Police Department, and Mining Department on
03.04.2025, during which illegal extraction and transportation of 24,203.75
cubic meters of sand/morrum was found within the lease area. In view of the
violations of Rules 3. 58, and 72 of the Uttar Pradesh Minor Mineral
(Concession) Rules, 2021 and Sections 4 and 21 of the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, a notice was issued to the
leaseholder vide Office Letter No. 183/Mining-30, Banda dated 08.04.2025,
intimating a revenue loss of 32,17,83,375/-. The leaseholder submitted a
reply dated 05.05.2025; however, the same was found unsatisfactory and
was accordingly rejected vide Office Letter No. 1310/Mining-30, Banda
dated 13.06.2025. A copy of the Notice dated 08.04.2025 is being annexed

as Annexure No. R 11 to this affidavit.

24.That subsequently, a joint inspection was carried out by team of Revenue
and Mining Department of the District on 27.06.2025, which revealed illegal
extraction and transportation of 7,217 cubic meters of sand/morrum outside
the demarcated lease area. In light of the violation of the aforementioned
statutory provisions, notice was issued vide Office Letter No. 1588/Mining-
30, Banda dated 02.07.2025 (Annexure-13), quantifying the total revenue
loss at ¥65,45,300/-. A copy of the Notice dated 02.07.2025 is being

annexed as Annexure No. R 12 to this affidavit.

d. Mining Lease Area — Village Madouli Khurd Khadar

25. That a mining lease over an area of 7.053 hectares, comprising Gata Nos.
58, 107, 108, 109, 110, 111, and 114, situated in Village Madouli Khurd
Khadar, Tehsil Pailani, District Banda, was granted in favour of M/s Pragya
Vision Business (OPC) Pvt. Ltd., through its Director Mr. Yaduvanshi Vikas
Singh, resident of House No. 72, Sai Nagar Phase-2, Singhpur, P.S. Sarnath,

* Tehsil Sadar, District Varanasi. The lease is valid from 05.10.2024 to
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20.That a joint inspection by officials of the Revenue, Police, and Mining
Departments was conducted on 22.11.2024, which revealed excess mining
ol 1651.50 cubic meters within the lease arca and 1363.50 cubic meters of
illegal mining/transportation outside the lease boundary. Consequently, a
notice was issued to the leaseholder vide Office Letter No. 3948/Mining-30),
Banda dated 23.11.2024, intimating a revenue loss of 227, 13,500/-, which
was deposited by the lcaseholder via Challan No. AKV240025886 dated
25.11.2024. A copy of the Notice dated 23.11.2024 is being annexed as

Annexure No. R 13 to this affidavit.

27.That another joint inspection was conducted on 08.01.2025, which revealed
illegal mining/transportation of 5624.50 cubic meters of sand/morrum
outside the lease area. A notice was issued to the leaseholder vide Office
Letter No. 4569/Mining-30, Banda dated 16.01.2025 (Annexure-15),
estimating a revenue loss of ¥50, 62,050/-. The leaseholder submitted a reply
dated 23.01.2025, which was found unsatisfactory and was accordingly
rejected vide Office Letter No. 1323/Mining-30, Banda dated 13.06.2025. A
copy of the Notice dated 16.01.2025 is being annexed as Annexure No. R
14 to this affidavit.

28.That further, a joint inspection on 19.03.2025 by the Revenue and Mining
Departments revealed illegal extraction/transportation of 17,298.50 cubic
meters of sand/morrum outside the approved lease area. Accordingly, notice
was issued vide Office Letter No. 5238/Mining-30, Banda dated 21.03.2025,
quantifying a total revenue loss of %1, 55,68,650/-. A copy of the Notice
dated 21.03.2025 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 15 to this affidavit.

e. Mining Lease Area — Village Maroulikhadar, Block No. 01

ining lease for extraction of sand/morrum over a total area
| n 17.2802 hectares, forming part of Gata No. 333/7, Block No. 01,

8 uated .i;'; Village Maroulikhadar, Tehsil Banda, District Banda, was duly
- 2 .

<A . Mt
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sanctioned and executed in favour of Mr. Prashant Kumar Gupta, son of Mr.
Ram Kishan Gupta, resident of 14, near Petrol Pump, Gandhi Nagar,
Mahoba, Tehsil and District Mahoba, for the period from 05.10.2024 to
04.10.2029.

30.That a joint inspection of the said mining lease was conducted on
18.10.2024 by a team comprising officials from the Revenue Department,
Police Department, and the Mining Department. During the said inspection,
excess excavation/transportation of 1403 cubic meters of sand/morrum was
found within the lease area. Consequently, for violation of Rules 3, 58, and
72 of the Uttar Pradesh Minor Mineral (Concession) Rules, 2021 and
Sections 4 and 21 of the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Act, 1957, a notice was issued to the lessee vide Office Letter No.
3431/Minerals-30 Banda dated 19.10.2024, informing him of revenue loss to
the tune of 212,62,700/-. The said amount was subsequently deposited by
the lessee through Challan No. AKV240022185 dated 19.10.2024. A copy
of the Notice dated 19.10.2024 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 16 to
this affidavit.

31.That another joint inspection was conducted on 24.11.2024, revealing excess
excavation/transportation of 2332 cubic meters of sand/morrum within the
lease area. A notice was issued vide Office Letter No. 3984/Minerals-30
Banda dated 26.11.2024, and the lessee was informed of a revenue loss
amounting to 220,98,800/-, which was deposited by the lessee through
Challan No. AKV240026063 dated 26.11.2024. A copy of the Notice dated
26.11.2024 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 17 to this affidavit.

Lliat a subsequent joint inspection on 26.12.2024 disclosed illegal

tion/transportation of 1471 cubic meters within the lease area and
vic meters outside the lease area. Accordingly, a notice under the

iforementioned provisions was issued vide Office Letter No. 4454/Minerals-

¥

L
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30 Banda dated 04.01.2025, intimating a revenue loss of 231,26,600/-. The
lessee  deposited the said amount via two challans:  Challan  No
AKV250000702  dated 08012025 (215,00,000) and  Challan  No,
AKV250001039 dated 11.01.2025 (216,26,600). A copy of the Notice dated

04.01.2025 is being annexed as Annexure No, R 18 to this affidavit

33.That on 19.05.2025, a joint inspection by the Revenue and Mining

Departments revealed illegal excavation/transportation of 1219.50 cubic
meters of sand/morrum outside the lease area. A notice was issued vide
Office Letter No. 964/Minerals-30 Banda dated 22.05.2025, citing a revenue
loss of 10,97,500/-, which was deposited by the lessee via Challan No.
AKV250015906 dated 30.05.2025. A copy of the Notice dated 22.05.2025 is

being annexed as Annexure No. R 19 to this affidavit.

34.That on 27.06.2025, another inspection by the said departments detected

illegal mining/transportation of 1804.50 cubic meters outside the lease area.
A notice was accordingly issued vide Office Letter No. 1589/Minerals-30
Banda dated 02.07.2025, communicating a revenue loss of ¥17,49,050/-, A
copy of the Notice dated 02.07.2025 is being annexed as Annexure No. R
20 to this affidavit.

f. Mining Lease Area — Village KhaptihaKalaan

35.That a mining permit for extraction of sand/morrum over 42.00 acres

comprising Gata Nos. 62 and 63/1 in Village Khaptiha Kalaan, Tehsil
Pailani, District Banda, was granted in favour of Suddhatam Enterprises
through its proprietor Mr. Manoj Kumar Mishra, son of Mr. Satish Chandra
Mishra, resident of B-145, Sector 51, Noida, Gautam Buddh Nagar, for the
period from 12.11.2024 to 11.05.2025. The permit expired on 11.05.2025.

a joint inspection conducted on 21.11.2024 by the Revenue, Police, and

dining Departments revealed excess excavation/transportation of 1101.50

L
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cubic meters of sand/morrum within the lease area. A notice was issued
under the relevant pravisions vide Office Letter No. 3947/Minerals-30
Banda dated 23.11.2024. indicating a revenue loss of *9,91,350/-, which was
deposited via Challans No. AKV240025804 dated 24.11.2024 and
AKV240025897 dated 25.11.2024. A copy of the Notice dated 23.11.2024 is

being annexed as Annexure No. R 21 to this affidavit.

37.That a subsequent joint inspection on 26.12.2024 revealed excess excavation
0f 3619.50 cubic meters within the lease area and 731 cubic meters outside
it. The lessee was served with a notice via Office Letter No. 4382/Minerals-
30 Banda dated 30.12.2024, regarding revenue loss amounting to
239.65,450/-, which was deposited through Challans No. AKV240029987,
AKV240029984, and AKV240029990, all dated 31.12.2024. A copy of the
Notice dated 30.12.2024 is being annexed as Annexure No. R 22 to this

affidavit.

38.That another joint inspection dated 20.03.2025 revealed illegal
excavation/transportation of 2078 cubic meters of sand/morrum outside the
lease area. A notice was issued vide Office Letter No. 5240/Minerals-30
Banda dated 21.03.2025, informing of revenue loss of Z18,70,200/-, out of
which 210,00,000/- was deposited via Challan No. AKV250018378 dated
30.06.2025. A copy of the Notice dated 21.03.2025 is being annexed as
Annexure No. R 23 to this affidavit.

39.That a final inspection on  29.03.2025 recorded illegal
excavation/transportation of 2875.50 cubic meters of sand/morrum outside
the lease area. A notice was issued vide Office Letter No. 28/Minerals-30
Banda dated 02.04.2025, informing of a revenue loss of 325,87,950/-. A
copy of the Notice dated 02.04.2025 is being annexed as Annexure No. R
24 to thiwffidavit.

| —a/
- 7. Nudidat
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// 40.That it is further brought to notice that the Environmental Clearance

Certificate issued for the mining areas stipulates that “The mining work shall
be open-cast and manual/semi-mechanized (subject to orders). Use of heavy
machinery such as excavators, scoopers etc. is prohibited. No
drilling/blasting shall be carried out at any stage.” Rule 41(g) of the U.P.
Minor ~ Mineral  (Concession)  Rules, 2021, also  provides:
“41(g) The lessee may conduct mining with the aid of machinery excluding
the river flow as specified in the Environmental Clearance Certificate.
Machinery may be used for loading/unloading. With prior approval of the
District Magistrate, the lessee may construct workshops, godowns, kilns,

brickfields, or similar structures.”

41.That accordingly, open-cast and semi-mechanized mining operations are
undertaken using manually operated machines for excavation, loading, and

unloading.

42.That the State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA),
Lucknow, has mandated that all mining activities must be conducted only
during daytime. It is submitted that excavation is carried out during the day
and the extracted material is stockpiled near the lease area for loading into
vehicles, which, due to traffic restrictions on heavy vehicles during the day
in towns and cities, are dispatched during night hours. The transportation
passes (e-MM-11) generated during daytime often expire by the time
transport is permitted, resulting in penalties for overloading or illegal
transport by enforcement squads. Hence, although mining is not done at
night, the transportation of minerals occurs predominantly during night

hours using valid transport passes generated accordingly.

43.That the Environmental Clearance Certificate prohibits excavation within

fer flow, and Rule 42(j)(1) of the 2021 Rules provides:

LI Lo
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/ “42()(1) The lessee shall not conduct mining activities beyond a depth of
three meters or below the water table, whichever is lesser, in the riverbed.
No mining shall be undertaken in areas designated by the District
Magistrate as safety zones. Use of suction machines, lifters, etc., in the river

flow is strictly prohibited. ™

44. That Mining within the river flow is strictly prohibited. The District Task
Force continuously monitors all operational lease areas to ensur¢ no
excavation occurs within the river stream or through the use of prohibited
machinery. Any violation attracts a penalty of 25,00,000 under Rule 60(4) of

the 2021 Rules.

45.That furthermore, it is submitted that the District Task Force and
Administrative Officials maintain strict vigil over illegal mining and
transportation. All approved mining areas are routinely inspected. Upon
detection of any irregularity, appropriate legal action is initiated under the
U.P. Minor Mineral (Concession) Rules, 2021, and the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957. Surveillance measures include the
installation of weighbridges and CCTV systems integrated with the Central
Command Centre, Directorate of Geology and Mining, U.P. Lucknow.
Additionally, PTZ cameras, geo-fencing, and boundary pillars have been

installed.

46.That to combat illegal mining and transportation, three unmanned Al-based
check gates equipped with advanced cameras and RFID scanners have been
established at Naraini Road-Girwa Chauraha, Naraini-Kartal Road, and

Banda-Mataundh Road (near the intersection), all of which are integrated

with the Central Command Centre. These systems enable automatic
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47 That during the financial years 2024 25 and 2025 26, action was taken
against 2,266 vehicles for illegal mining/transportation/overloading, and an
amount of 112511499/ was  deposited in the  State  Treasury.

Additionally, revenue of 28, 67, 69,990/~ was recovered from 54 cases of

excess/illegal mining detected during inspections, and 27,64,700/- was

recovered from 3 cases of illegal storage.

48.That the deponent most humbly submits before this Hon'ble Tribunal that
the District Administration- Banda is very conscious and vigilant about
legal sand mining/transportation in the alleged areas. Earnest efforts are
being undertaken to prohibit illegal mining/transportation activities within

District.

49.That further the deponent most respectfully submits before this Hon'ble

Tribunal that he is duty bound to ensure the compliance of the orders passed

by this Hon’ble Tribunal in letter and spirit.

50.That in light of the aforementioned facts and circumstances, it is most
respectfully prayed before this Hon'ble Tribunal, that the instant reply
affidavit filed by the District Magistrate- Banda be taken on record, in the

interest of justice.
7. Mg~
DEPONENT
VERIFICATION
Verifiedat ........c..oeve. ON tovieeierininennns That the contents of the Paras |

of this affidavit are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
No part of it is false and nothing material has been concealed therefrom.
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